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Where school and whanau become one
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COBDEN SCHOOL

NEWSLETTER
27th March 2026

Caring, Co operation, Communication
Manaakitanga, Mahi Ngatahi, Korero Mai
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A community of learners where wellbeing and
relationships encourage akonga to be confident,

engaged and caring critical thinkers.




A word from the Principal...

Kia ora koutou,

As the cooler weather sets in, we’ve been fortunate to successfully hold our athletics day.

A big thank you to the many whanau who came along to support—your presence meant
a lot to our students. The day was all about giving things a go, and it was wonderful to see every student

have their moment to shine.

We are also excited to share that our Term 1 attendance rates are the highest they’ve been in over four
years. Currently, 66% of our students have attendance above 90%. This is a fantastic reflection of the
growing engagement of our tamariki and the commitment from whanau to regular learning.

Last night, we held our first hui focused on the new curriculum. These hui provide valuable opportunities
to learn more about the teaching and learning changes now in place. I strongly encourage you to attend

future sessions.

Next week is the final week of Term 1, and Term 2 will be slightly longer. I hope everyone has a
wonderful Easter and enjoys a restful and safe school holiday. We look forward to seeing you all back in

Term 2.

Nga mihi nui,
Noula Markham
Principal

PBA4L - Positive Behaviour for Learning
Caring, Co-operation, Communication

This terms focus:
“Korero Mai - Listen Well, Speak Kind and Ask for Help.”

Values Card Winners:

Term 12026 Week7 Phoebe & Kane
Week 8 Ruby, Emma, Reign & Kaiyah

It has t;een

pleasing to see our CPS (Collaborative Proactive Solutions) data showing a

and ask for help when needed. Wishing you all a happy Easter!

significant improvement from this time last year. It has been a busy end to the term, but our
students have remained positive and engaged as we finish with a number of exciting events.
Thank you for your continued support in encouraging our tamariki to listen well, speak kindly,
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Skool Loop App

Like us on:
lﬁ facebook

Important Dates 2026 - Also on the Skool Loop Calendar tab

Term 1:

Tuesday 31st March
Thursday 2nd April
Thursday 2nd April
Thursday 2nd April
Term 2:

Monday 20th April
Monday 20th April

Monday 20th April

Tuesday 21st April
Thursday 23rd April
Monday 27th April
Thursday 30th April
Friday 1st May
Thursday 7th May
Friday 8th May
Thursday 14th May
Friday 15th May
Tuesday 19th May
Thursday 21st May
Friday 22nd May
Thursday 28th May
Monday 1st June
Thursday 4th June
Friday 5th June
Tuesday 9th June
Thursday 11th June
Thursday 18th June
Friday 19th June
Friday 19th June
Thursday 25th June
Friday 26th June
Thursday 2nd July
Friday 3rd July
Friday 3rd July
Term 3:

Monday 20th July
Monday 20th July

Cobden School Whare Buddy Group Fun Swimming Competition 11am
Hidden Disabilities Sunflower Day - Gold Coin Mufti Day - Wear Green
Kowhai 3 - Year 7&8 - Be at school by 8.40am for the Technology Bus.
Last Day - End of Term 1

First Day - Term 2

Year 3/4 Miniball starts today, every Monday except Public Hols until 29th
June. Final Subs Payment due 1st May.

Year 7/8 Basketball starts today, every Monday except Public Hols until Sat or
Sun 8th/9th August. Final Subs Payment due 1st May.

Cobden School Board Meeting - 5.30pm Staffroom

Kowhai 3 - Year 7&8 - Be at school by 8.40am for the Technology Bus.

Anzac Day observed. School is closed for instruction. No Basketball.

Kowhai 3 - Year 7&8 - Be at school by 8.40am for the Technology Bus.
Basketball Subs are due

Kowhai 3 - Year 7&8 - Be at school by 8.40am for the Technology Bus.
Assembly 12pm in the Hall. Whanau can bring their lunch to eat with students
Kowhai 3 - Year 7&8 - Be at school by 8.40am for the Technology Bus.

Pink Shirt Day - Nationwide Anti Bullying - Gold Coin Mufti Day - Wear Pink
Cobden School Board Meeting - 5.30pm Staffroom

Kowhai 3 - Year 7&8 - Be at school by 8.40am for the Technology Bus.
Assembly 12pm in the Hall. Whanau can bring their lunch to eat with students
Kowhai 3 - Year 7&8 - Be at school by 8.40am for the Technology Bus.

Kings Birthday - Public Holiday - School is closed. No Basketball.

Kowhai 3 - Year 7&8 - Be at school by 8.40am for the Technology Bus.
Assembly 12pm in the Hall. Whanau can bring their lunch to eat with students
Cobden School Board Meeting - 5.30pm Staffroom

Kowhai 3 - Year 7&8 - Be at school by 8.40am for the Technology Bus.
Kowhai 3 - Year 7&8 - Be at school by 8.40am for the Technology Bus.

Harold - Life Education - Gold Coin Mufti Day - Wear Yellow

Assembly 12pm in the Hall. Whanau can bring their lunch to eat with students
Kowhai 3 - Year 7&8 - Be at school by 8.40am for the Technology Bus.
Assembly 12pm in the Hall. Whanau can bring their lunch to eat with students
Kowhai 3 - Year 7&8 - Be at school by 8.40am for the Technology Bus.
Assembly 12pm in the Hall. Whanau can bring their lunch to eat with students
Last Day - End of Term 2

First Day - Term 3
Year 5/6 Basketball starts today, every Monday until 21st September

Disclaimer: Dates and Times are correct at the time of printing but are subject to change.
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It was a fantastic day at the
Cobden School Athletics at
Anzac Park this week.

a
|
|
| |
| |
|
|
|
u .
= Thank you to our amazing
. parent helpers!
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This week we had a Duffy Role Model visit the school - Linda Vagana grew up in
Auckland and went on to become one of Aotearoa’s most respected and feared
defenders on the netball court. Over a stunning 14 year elite career, she represented
the Silver Ferns, earning 64 test caps between 1993 and 2002, a testament to her
consistency, leadership, and athleticism.

Today, Linda continues to lead with heart. She has been the General Manager of Duffy
Books in Homes for over 20 years, bringing her passion for community, literacy, and
young people into every part of her work. Under her leadership, Duffy has now gifted
almost 15 million books, and in 2024 the programme celebrated its 30th anniversary,
marking three decades of empowering tamariki across Aotearoa to fall in love with
reading. Linda thrives on connecting with schools and communities nationwide and
absolutely lights up when she’s out visiting Duffy kids, always embracing the chance to
return to the heart of why she loves this mahi so much.
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