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Cobden School  
Important Dates 2025 - Also on the Skool Loop Calendar tab 

Term 3 
Thursday 31st July  Kowhai 2 - Be at school by 8.40am for the Technology Bus. 
Friday 1st August   Scholastic Book Club Issue 5—Orders Close 
Friday 1st August   Assembly 12pm in the Hall - Led by Mokomoko 2. Whanau can stay for lunch 
Following Assembly  Opening of the new Tech Space, Walk through, Free Sausage Sizzle & Cake. 
Tuesday 5th August  Kowhai 2 - Be at school by 8.40am for the Technology Bus. 
Wednesday 6th August  3.30pm Parent meeting with Public Health Nurse Julie - Healthy Eating 
Monday 11th August  ASB Primary Netball Competition 
Tuesday 12th August  Cobden School Board Meeting - 5.30pm Staffroom 
Wednesday 13th August School Photos—Let us know if you are bringing in Siblings 
Thursday 14th August  Kowhai 2 - Be at school by 8.40am for the Technology Bus. 
Friday 15th August  “Westpac Chopper Appeal” - Gold Coin Mufti Day  
Friday 15th August  Assembly 12pm in the Hall - Led by Kowhai 1 Rm1. Whanau can stay for lunch 
Tuesday 19th August  Kowhai 2 - Be at school by 8.40am for the Technology Bus. 
Thursday 28th August  Kowhai 2 - Be at school by 8.40am for the Technology Bus. 
Friday 29th August  “Daffodil Day” - Gold Coin Mufti Day for the Cancer Society 
Friday 29th August  Assembly 12pm in the Hall - Led by Mokomoko 1. Whanau can stay for lunch 
Monday 1st September  Teacher Only Day - School Closed 
Tuesday 2nd September Kowhai 2 - Be at school by 8.40am for the Technology Bus. 
Tuesday 2nd September Rotary Speech Competition 
Wednesday 10th September “Wig/Wacky Hair Wednesday” - Gold Coin Mufti Day for Blood Cancer 
Thursday 11th September Kowhai 2 - Be at school by 8.40am for the Technology Bus. 
Friday 12th September  Assembly 12pm in the Hall - Led by Kowhai 2. Our Kapa Haka group will be  
     performing and Whanau can stay for lunch 
Monday 15th September West Coast Kapa Haka Festival at Westland High School in Hokitika 
Tuesday 16th September Kowhai 2 - Be at school by 8.40am for the Technology Bus. 
Tuesday 16th September Cobden School Board Meeting - 5.30pm Staffroom 
Wednesday 17th September “SPCA come as your favourite Animal” - Gold Coin Mufti Day 
Wednesday 17th September 3.15pm Greymouth High School Year 9 2026—Meeting at Cobden School 
Friday 19th September  Last Day of Term 3 

Disclaimer: Dates and Times are correct at the time of printing but are subject to change.  

PB4L - Positive Behaviour for Learning 
Caring, Co-operation, Communication 

This terms focus: 
“Manakitanga - Caring for Ourselves” 

“Knowing how to help myself” 
 

Values Card Winners:   
  Term 2 Week 9 Missy & Erika  
  Term 3 Week 1 Karson & Shailee   

This term’s focus is on Manakitanga – Knowing How to Help Myself. Students have been exploring ways to 
care for themselves in both the playground and the classroom by trying activities first, asking for help when 

needed, and using appropriate strategies—such as the pause space—to reset when they feel stuck. We are 
encouraging tamariki to recognise when they need support and to feel proud of asking for help as part of     

becoming confident, independent problem-solvers. 

Kia ora, 
 
Welcome back to Term 3! It’s been a fantastic start to the term, with a real highlight being our 3-Way Learning Conferences. 
We’re thrilled to share that we had record-breaking attendance—nearly 90% of our students and whānau took part.             
This incredible level of engagement truly reflects the strong sense of partnership we have within our school community.  
Thank you all for your continued support. 
 

We’re also excited to announce that structural upgrades to our school pool are now underway. These works will not only   
address the long-standing issue of water ingress in the changing rooms during heavy rain, often referred to as “the waterfalls”, 
but will also strengthen the building itself to ensure greater resilience and longevity.  As part of this upgrade, the entire floor 
will be resurfaced to enhance safety and comfort. Once completed, these improvements will mark the final step in creating a 
fully upgraded and welcoming pool facility for our tamariki to enjoy. 
 

In even more good news, our brand-new tech space is now complete! The space has been fully fitted out with all the        
equipment needed for a wide range of technology learning, including cooking, sewing, robotics, and science.  To officially    
celebrate this milestone, we’ll be marking the occasion at next week’s school assembly. After the assembly, we warmly invite 
all whānau to join us for a walk-through of this amazing new facility. To make the event even more special, we’ll be providing  
a sausage sizzle and cake—free of charge! 
 

Finally, our consultation process for the school’s strategic plan has now concluded. A huge thank you to everyone who        
contributed their thoughts and ideas. I’ll be sharing the findings with you all in the coming weeks. 
 
Ngā mihi nui, 
Noula Markham 
Principal 

Trophy Return - Its that time of the year again! 

Cobden School Trophies received at last year’s prize giving   

need to be returned to the office this term. 

Thank you for your support!  Our “Fluro Friday” for St Johns Mufti Day 

raised $87.00 for Greymouth St Johns. 
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Cobden School Board Elections—Nominations are open 
 

There is still time for you to get your nomination in to join our 

School Board. We need 5 parent representatives to join the 

Cobden School Board.  Schooled Election Pilot have been  

appointed as the Returning Officer for this election. They have 

already sent out nomination forms by email or by post however,  

if you need additional nomination forms, just contact the         

Returning Officer directly on 0800 VOTENZ (0800 868 369) or  

email election@electionpilot.nz.  Nominations close at noon on 

Wednesday the 6th August. You can email in your  nomination,      

complete it online at www.boardelections.nz or fill it in and drop it 

off to the school office. You can also send in a candidate      

statement and smiling photo with your nomination as well.          

A copy of the electoral roll is kept at the school office and is  

available to be checked during usual school hours.  

Election Day is Wednesday 10th September -  

Voting Closes at 4pm.

A huge Thank you to Tim Mora and the Cobden-Runanga Anglican  

Parish for their $1000 donation to Cobden School for Resources.  

Thank you to our wonderful Matariki Evening Organising Team for making the 

night so special for our Tamariki. We even had the Mayor pop in for a Kani Kani! 

Sam the Trap Man came to assembly to present the classes with their Duffy Books in homes 

Government book offer 2.  Sam is a published author of  

“Sam the Trap man—cracking yarns and tall tales from the bush”.   

Sam and his family are also new members of the Cobden School community.  

Congratulations Mrs Markham 
15 Years as Cobden School  Principal! 


